
Social Networking for REALTORS®
Connecting with 
other business 
professionals to 
create 
opportunities



Social Networking Opportunities
• Second life
• FaceBook
• Twitter
• LinkedIn
• Plaxo
• MyDealBook
• Real Estate WiKi
• Zolve
• WannaNetwork

• A social network service focuses on 
building online communities of people 
who share interests and activities, or 
who are interested in exploring the 
interests and activities of others. Most 
social network services are web based 
and provide a variety of ways for users 
to interact, such as e-mail and instant 
messaging services.

• Social networking has created new ways 
to communicate and share information. 
Social networking websites are being 
used regularly by millions of people, and 
it now seems that social networking will 
be an enduring part of everyday life. The 
main types of social networking services 
are those which contain directories of 
some categories (such as former 
classmates), means to connect with 
friends (usually with self-description 
pages), and recommender systems 
linked to trust.



Second Life (abbreviated as SL) and 
its sister site Teen Second Life are 
Internet-based video games launched 
June 23, 2003 and developed by 
Linden Research, Inc, which came to 
international attention via 
mainstream news media in late 2006 
and early 2007. Second Life caters for 
users aged over 18, while Teen Second 
Life is restricted to users aged 
between 13 and 18. A free 
downloadable client program called 
the Second Life Viewer enables its 
users, called "Residents", to interact 
with each other through motional 
avatars providing an advanced level 
of a social network service combined 
with general aspects of a metaverse. 
Residents can explore, meet other 
residents, socialize, participate in 
individual and group activities, and 
create and trade items (virtual 
property) and services with one 
another. September, 2008, just over 
15 million accounts were registered.











Facebook is a social networking

Website launched on February 4, 
2004. The free-access website is 
privately owned and operated by 
Facebook, Inc. Users can join 
networks organized by city, 
workplace, school, and region to 
connect and interact with other 
people. People can also add 
friends and send them messages, 
and update their personal profile 
to notify friends about themselves. 
The website's name refers to the 
paper facebooks depicting 
members of a campus community 
that some US colleges and 
preparatory schools give to 
incoming students, faculty, and 
staff as a way to get to know other 
people on campus. The website 
currently has more than 110 
million active users worldwide.









Twitter is a free social networking 
and micro-blogging service that 
allows its users to send and read 
other users' updates (otherwise 
known as tweets), which are text-
based posts of up to 140 characters 
in length.

Updates are displayed on the 
user's profile page and delivered to 
other users who have signed up to 
receive them. The sender can 
restrict delivery to those in his or 
her circle of friends (delivery to 
everyone being the default). Users 
can receive updates via the Twitter 
website, SMS, RSS, email or 
through an application such as 
Twitterrific or Facebook. As of 
October 2008, Twitter claims to 
have over 3,200,000 accounts 
registered.







LinkedIn is a business-oriented 
social networking site founded in 
December 2002 and launched in 
May 2003 mainly used for 
professional networking.  As of 
December 2007, its site traffic was 
3.2 million visitors per month, up 
485% from the end of 2006. As of 
October 2008, it had more than 30 
million registered users, spanning 
150 industries.









Plaxo is an online address book 
and social networking service 
founded by Napster co-founder 
Sean Parker, Minh Nguyen and 
two Stanford engineering 
students, Todd Masonis and 
Cameron Ring. Plaxo, based in 
Mountain View, California, is 
currently privately held and 
supported by venture capital 
including funds from Sequoia 
Capital, On May 14, 2008, Plaxo
reported it had signed an 
agreement to be acquired by 
Comcast. Plaxo did not disclose 
the terms of the deal. In May 2008, 
the website reported 20 million 
users. 









MyDealBook.com, a social 
networking site aimed at helping 
real estate professionals land 
clients and collaborate on deals, 
launched with more than 330,000 
members -- the entire user base of 
PropertyShark.com.

Former PropertyShark.com Chief 
Executive Officer Ryan Slack --
who now holds that post with 
MyDealBook.com -- calls the new 
site "LinkedIn on steroids." 

That's because users can find each 
other not only by checking out 
other members' resumes and 
connections, but by browsing their 
online "DealBook" -- transactions 
they've handled in the past or are 
looking to close now.

"We plan to link people to people, 
and deals to deals," Slack said.



Metrics not 

available, but the 

site self-reports 

300,000 users.





The Real Estate Wiki is a free, 
privately funded online encyclopedia 
targeted at users needing information 
concerning the real estate industry.

The Real Estate Wiki was launched in 
January 2008 with 7,000 entries and 
within the first 5 months rose to over 
22,000 entries. The wiki was created 
by a group of real estate 
professionals, headed by Stefan 
Swanepoel, who wanted a more 
central, specific niche encyclopedia 
for the real estate industry. 
Community focus with a useful 
resource of monthly updated 
research data, including the number 
of arm’s length real estate 
transactionss and non-arm’s length 
transactions, the number of 
refinancing transactions, new 
mortgage loans and pre-foreclosure 
activity for each of the 3,151 counties 
in the US.











In addition to providing a 
business-class referral network, 
Zolve provides networking tools 
that empower real estate 
professionals to expand their 
sphere of influence and connect 
specifically with others who 
share similar business 
interests. Members can increase 
the value of their sphere of 
influence exponentially by easily 
accessing other networks linked to 
their own.  Originally there was a 
subscription fee to join Zolve—
$395 the first year, and $995 
thereafter., but now it is free. 
Already, more than 9,000 
members have signed up. 









WannaNetwork is a free social 
networking site created by a Las 
Vegas real estate agent. Members 
can network with others involved 
in the real estate industry, blog, 
ask questions and share ideas 
through a forum, and advertise via 
a member profile and listing 
section. Currently the site has 
approximately 18,000 members.






